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Disclaimer 

This document is issued for the party which commissioned it and for specific purposes connected 

with the captioned project only.  It should not be relied upon by any other party or used for any 

other purpose.  

We accept no responsibility for the consequences of this document being relied upon by any 

other party, or being used for any other purpose, or containing any error or omission which is 

due to an error or omission in data supplied to us by other parties. 

Note on Documentary Series 

A series of documents has been produced by Cambridge Education as leader of the ESSPIN 

consortium in support of their contract with the Department for International Development for 

the Education Sector Support Programme in Nigeria.  All ESSPIN reports are accessible from the 

ESSPIN website. http://www.esspin.org/resources/reports 

 

The documentary series is arranged as follows: 

ESSPIN 0-- Programme Reports and Documents  

ESSPIN 1-- Support for Federal Level Governance (Reports and Documents for Output 1) 

ESSPIN 2-- Support for State Level Governance (Reports and Documents for Output 2) 

ESSPIN 3-- Support for Schools and Education Quality Improvement (Reports and 

Documents for Output 3) 

ESSPIN 4-- Support for Communities (Reports and Documents for Output 4) 

ESSPIN 5-- Information Management Reports and Documents 

 

Reports and Documents produced for individual ESSPIN focal states follow the same number 

sequence but are prefixed: 

JG Jigawa 

KD Kaduna 

KN Kano 

KW Kwara 

LG Lagos 

EN Enugu 

http://www.esspin.org/resources/reports
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Abstract  

 

1. This report documents the support provided to the Nigeria Federal Ministry of 

Education by ESSPIN’s Deputy Programme Manager regarding a presentation session 

entitled “How can we use the evidence we have to improve policy and practice for 

better learning outcomes?” at the first Annual Education Conference, Abuja, Nigeria 

on 07 December 2015.
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Achievement of the Terms of Reference for ESSPIN Deputy Programme 

Manager with respect to Annual Education Conference, Abuja, Dec 2015 

 

Tasks Progress made and 

agreements reached 

Proposed/agreed follow up 

Draft presentation on “How can we 

use the evidence we have to improve 

policy and practice for better learning 

outcomes?” within ‘Improved Learning 

Outcomes’ Sub-Theme, for Annual 

Education Conference, Abuja, Dec 

2015. 

Completed and 

shared with 

EDOREN/DFID team 

in advance as 

requested.  

Briefing and run-through with  

Deputy Director Mrs Khadijah 

Liman to make presentation on 

behalf of Federal Ministry of 

Education (FME). 

Attend conference and join sessions 

on learning outcomes.  

Completed: session 

attended. 

Write up report as milestone 

deliverable for ESSPIN Q4 2015 

(this document). 
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Background 

2. The ESSPIN Deputy Programme Manager (DPM) served as a member of the Nigeria 

Federal Ministry of Education Systems Reform Committee on Measurement of Learning 

Achievement (MLA) from near the time of its inauguration in 2012 to completion of its 

responsibilities in 2015. During that time, he participated actively in the deliberations, 

consultations and report drafting of the Committee, including guiding the Committee in 

line with DFID’s Practice Note on National and International Assessments of Learning (of 

which he was co-author).  

3. When the Education Data, Research and Evaluation In Nigeria project (EDOREN) and 

Department for International Development (DFID) were planning the first Annual 

Education Conference, to be held in Abuja on 07 December 2015, they invited the ESSPIN 

DPM to make a presentation within the ‘Improved Learning Outcomes’ sub-theme. 

However, it transpired that the other panel members were also male, and the DPM had 

taken a pledge1 to turn down invitations to appear in all-male panels at public 

conferences. It was therefore readily agreed with the conference conveners that the DPM 

would support a suitable female presenter for the session instead. After reviewing the 

options, the DPM reached agreement with Mrs Khadijah Liman, Deputy Director, 

Educational Planning, Research and Development (EPR&D) Department, Federal Ministry 

of Education and fellow MLA Committee Member, that she would make the presentation.  

 

Findings and Issues Arising 

4. The presentation and facilitator’s notes can be seen in Appendix 1.  

5. It was very apparent to all present that Mrs Liman’s delivery enhanced the presentation, 

in that she extemporised examples from her personal experience—for example in having 

attended a poorly resourced rural primary school in her own childhood. This brought the 

evidence about contrasting levels of learning outcomes in rural and urban communities to 

life. Mrs Liman’s identity and delivery made the entire presentation more authoritative, 

coming from a Nigerian woman’s perspective and with the status of a ministry official 

rather than that of an external technical assistant from overseas.  

                                                           
1
 http://www.owen.org/pledge  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/67619/nat-int-assess-stdnt-ach.pdf
http://www.owen.org/pledge
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Options and Next Steps 

6. ESSPIN’s Output 1 team will continue to support FME as the policy on MLA is developed 

through JCCE and related channels. ESSPIN will continue to advocate that international 

development partners coordinate behind FME to establish a unified, coherent, broad 

consensus, adequately resourced, international standard, sample based, regularly 

conducted and published national assessment in Nigeria at the earliest opportunity.  
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Appendix 1: Presentation 
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(See next slide for further exploration of this issue.)
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Appendix 2: Conference agenda 

 


